
Theme  

Louisiana's Natural Resources:  What's Important to You?” 
 

Entry Categories 
Group 1: Contestant ages 5-7 

Group 2: Contestant ages 8-10  

Group 3: Contestant ages 11-13 

Group 4: Contestant ages 14-18 

A Weekly Compilation of Environmental Education News from Across Louisiana 

What’s Inside!  

LEEC News 1 

Grants 2 

Award Nominations, Youth Opportunities 3 

Events, Webinars 4 

Conferences, Resources, Lagniappe 5 

Louisiana’s 11th Environmental Awareness 

  Student 

 

Contest 

SPONSORED BY: 

All submissions must be postmarked by 

Friday, April 26, 2013 

Winners only will be notified via e-mail no later than Wednesday, 
May 15th. The list of winners for all categories will be posted on 
the LEEC website. 
 
Prizes awarded to contestant winners in each category: 

First Place: $200 

Second Place: $100 

Third Place: $75 

All winners will be honored at a reception to be held at the 
Governor’s Mansion in June. 
 

Winning entries will be published in our 2014 calendar! 

 
The official entry form and release, including full contest details 
and guidelines, can be downloaded from our website. The entry 
form MUST accompany the entry and MUST be signed by the 
contestant and parent or guardian. Entries that do not comply with 
contest rules will be disqualified.  
 
For more information, contact Juliet Raffray, jraffray@wlf.la.gov. 

http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/louisianas-environmental-awareness-art-language-arts-contest
http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/louisianas-environmental-awareness-art-language-arts-contest
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GRANTS 

Submission Deadline for LEEC 2013-2014 Grants is FRIDAY, March 15, 2013!  
Applications will be accepted via electronic submission only. 
Educator Grants: 
Based on sound scientific principles, have an environmental focus, and be 
designed to directly impact Louisiana students. Those eligible: Accredited 
K-12 Louisiana schools. Maximum award: $1,000 for 1 teacher or $2,000 for a team 
Formal/Non-Formal Educator/Professional Development Grants: 
Based on sound scientific principles, have an environmental focus, and be 
designed to directly impact pre-service and/or in-service educators in 
Louisiana. Those eligible: Louisiana education, state, or environmental agencies, colleges, universities, or 501(C)(3) 
nonprofit organizations. Maximum award: $2,500 
School Sustainability Grants: 
Designed to encourage student learning via sustainability initiatives in 
EPA Region 6 K-12 schools. Proposals to be considered are those within a 
specific school campus that will both actively engage students and result in a more sustainable facility. Those eligible: 
Accredited K-12 schools in EPA Region 6 area – Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, & Texas. Project funds are 
provided via a grant from the EPA Office of Environmental Education Sub-Grants Program to LDWF. Maximum award: 
$5000.00 
University Research Grants: 
Post-graduate research with a focus on environmental issues. Those 
eligible: Students attending Louisiana colleges or universities and who are 
working toward a Masters, Ph.D., or conducting Ph.D. research are eligible to apply on behalf of their school. Maximum 
award:  $1,200 
For more information, visit our website at: www.wlf.louisiana.gov/eec or contact Venise Ortego at vortego@wlf.la.gov. 
 

The BTNEP Education Grant Program 
The Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program (BTNEP) created the Education Grant Program to support estuary-
based environmental educational opportunities to kindergarten-college students and educators. Their main focus is to 
implement the Action Plans that were developed from the Comprehensive Plan. Please see the attached grant outline and 
application. Proposal submission deadline: Tuesday, April 9, 2013 For more information, contact Alma Robichaux at 
alma@BTNEP.org or 985-447-0868. 
 

CPRA Applied Research Program 
The Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority of Louisiana (CPRA) Applied Research Program will provide Louisiana-
based researchers with funds to conduct engineering and science research and tool development activities that will 
enable CPRA to more effectively protect and restore coastal resources. The request for proposal solicits proposals for 
research advancements that will assist the CPRA in achieving the objectives in Louisiana's Comprehensive Master Plan for 
a Sustainable Coast. Institutions or organizations that apply must have an office in Louisiana and the Principal Investigator 
must be domiciled in Louisiana to be eligible. Academic institutions are the main focus of the program, but private 
entities, non-governmental organizations, non-profit organizations and governmental agencies are also eligible. It is 
anticipated that approximately $250,000 will be available to fund an estimated 2-5 research projects depending on the 
quality and relevance of proposals received. Proposal submission deadline: April 22, 2013 at 5:00PM CDT. To view the 
RFP and to learn more about the program, please visit www.thewaterinstitute.org/appliedresearch or contact 
appliedresearch@thewaterinstitute.org. 
 

Grants to Attend NIST Summer Institute for Middle School Science Teachers—June 8-19, 2013 
School districts can apply for a grant to send middle school science teachers to National Institute of Standards and 
Technology (NIST) Summer Institute for Middle School Science Teachers. The Summer Institute is a two-week workshop 
for middle school science teachers featuring hands-on activities, lectures, tours, and visits with NIST scientists and 
engineers in their laboratories. Application deadline: March 20, 2013. Click here for more information.  
 

Grants and Awards for Biology Teachers 
The National Association of Biology Teachers has many grants and awards listed on their website. They range from: 
BioClub Student Award, Biology Educator Leadership Scholarship, Distinguished Service Award, Ecology/Environmental 
Science Teaching Award, and many more. Please visit: http://www.nabt.org/websites/institution/index.php?p=132 

Educator Grant Guidelines 
Educator Grant Application 

Professional Development Grant Guidelines 
Professional Development Grant Application  

Sustainability Grant Guidelines 
Sustainability Grant Application 

Research Grant Guidelines 
Research Grant Application 
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mailto:alma@BTNEP.org
http://www.thewaterinstitute.org/appliedresearch
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GRANTS, CONTINUED 

Coral Reef NGO Partnership  
The Coral Reef NGO Partnership-Cooperative Agreement provides the opportunity to establish a partnership with the 
NOAA Coral Reef Conservation Program to further the conservation of coral reefs. Application deadline: March 29, 2013. 
http://www.grants.gov/search/search.do;jsessionid=1LqkRSfGHMQgLq2K5RzQ54ZRvg4W1YkTbL6RTyVcNSZzC9YvbZQV!-
1328374230?oppId=219235&mode=VIEW 
 

Dorothy Stout Professional Development Grants 
The National Association of Geoscience Teachers awards grants to faculty and students at two-year colleges and K-12 
teachers. The grant supports professional growth in, or classroom teaching of, Earth science. Application deadline: April 
15, 2013. http://www.nagt.org/nagt/programs/stout.html 

AWARD NOMINATIONS 

Environmental Excellence Awards 
SeaWorld Parks and Entertainment offers the Environmental Educator of the Year Award honoring youth or adults who 
have made outstanding efforts to inspire the next generation of conservation leaders. Nomination deadline: March 15, 
2013. http://seaworldparks.com/en/SeaWorld_Teachers/Environmental-Excellence-Awards 

 
Agronomy, Crop, Soil, and Environmental Science Awards for Educators 
The American Society of Agronomy, Crop Science Society of America, and Soil Science Society of America are accepting 
nominations for their awards program honoring researchers, educators, professionals, and students in agronomy, crop, 
soil, and environmental sciences. Application deadline: April 9, 2013. https://www.agronomy.org/awards 
 

Purpose Prize 
The Purpose Prize awards people over 60 who are taking on society's challenges, including education, the environment, 
and more. Nomination deadline: April 4, 2013. http://www.encore.org/prize 
 

Do Something Awards 
The Do Something Awards celebrate young people age 25 and under who are tackling a problem and changing the 
world.  Nomination deadline: April 15, 2013. http://www.dosomething.org/programs/awards 
 

Gloria Barron Prize for Young Heroes 
The Gloria Barron Prize recognizes young people, ages 8-18, who have shown leadership and courage in public service to 
people and the planet. Nomination deadline: April 30, 2013. http://www.barronprize.org/ 

YOUTH OPPORTUNITIES 

Banking on Youth Competition 
This competition provides youth, ages 13-22, an  opportunity to showcase their ideas for sustainable ventures that will 
directly benefit society. Submission deadline: March 15, 2013. http://bankingonyouth.org/ 
 

WetlandsLIVE Video Contest 
All schools are eligible to enter the WetlandsLIVE video contest. Highlight a service learning project, art or music activity, 
field research or monitoring, restoration or any project focusing on wetlands. Earn $1,000 for your school. Submission 
Deadline: March 31, 2013. For more information, visit: http://wetlandslive.pwnet.org/pdf/YouthVideo.pdf 
 

Youth Ocean Conservation Team 
The Youth Ocean Conservation Team is a network of youth and adults who are passionate about taking action to protect 
the planet’s marine ecosystems. The team provides an avenue for youth to share ideas and thoughts on relevant ocean 
conservation issues, gain advice and support for the ocean conservation projects they’re working on, and collaborate with 
other young people involved in ocean conservation efforts. For more details: http://www.stowitdontthrowitproject.org/
pb/wp_f343c28a/wp_f343c28a.html 
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EVENTS 

National Robotics Week—April 6-14, 2013 
Robotics Week is a week-long series of events and activities aimed at increasing public awareness of the growing 
importance of "robo-technology" and the tremendous social and cultural impact that it will have on the future of the 
United States. Robotics is proving to be uniquely adept at enabling students of all ages to learn important science, 
technology, engineering, and math (STEM) concepts and at inspiring them to pursue careers in STEM-related fields. Events 
held throughout the week will feature opportunities to interact with robots in a hands-on learning environment. Panel 
discussions, robotics competitions, introductory courses on robotics, educational workshops for businesses, demos, and 
tours of innovative labs will provide networking opportunities and expose many to the genius and wonder of robotics. To 
find and event in your area or to host your own event visit: www.nationalroboticsweek.org. 
   

National Environmental Education Week (EE Week)—April 14-20, 2013 
Hosted by the National Environmental Education Foundation, EE Week is a celebration of environmental education held 
each year, the week before Earth Day, and inspires environmental learning and stewardship among K-12 students. This 
year, as part of the multi-year Greening STEM initiative, the theme will be "Taking Technology Outdoors" and will highlight 
the new role that technology can play as a bridge to engaging students in meaningful and hands-on STEM learning.  
http://eeweek.org 
 

Independent Filmmakers Discuss their work & its roots in Louisiana Folk Culture 
In their films, Glen Pitre (Belizaire the Cajun, Haunted Waters, Fragile Lands, The Scoundrel's Wife) and Benh Zeitlin 
(Beasts of the Southern Wild, Glory at Sea) both depict wetlands communities whose traditional ways of life are 
threatened by coastal erosion and other forces. This informal, free, and open to the public, lecture will take place on 
Friday, March 15 from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the Dalton J. Woods Auditorium (Room 1001), LSU's Energy, Coast, and 
Environment Building. Benh Zeitlin is a 30-year-old independent filmmaker, composer, and animator living in New 
Orleans. His first feature film, “Beasts of the Southern Wild” (2012), is a story of survival and tenacity in a slowly sinking 
coastal Louisiana community. Glen Pitre is a Lafourche Parish native who worked his way through Harvard University by 
shrimping each summer. By age 25, he had been dubbed "Father of the Cajun Cinema" by American Film magazine when 
his French-dialect gumbo westerns created the first real Cajun ethnic cinema. For more information, visit: http://
www.english.lsu.edu/Events/2013/item57248.html or http://www.english.lsu.edu/Events/2013/item58732.pdf   

WEBINARS 

Women's Bureau of the U.S. Department Labor Webinar: Why Green Is Your Color: A Woman's Guide to a 
Sustainable Career—March 27, 2013; 2:00-3:00 PM Eastern 
This free webinar will provide women workers and workforce professionals with information on hiring needs and 
challenges, training and entrepreneurship opportunities, and in-demand and emerging jobs in green industries. National, 
state, and local resources, including women's organizations and workforce practitioners are included in the guide. 
Register: http://wbgreenguide.eventbrite.com 
 

OneNOAA Science Seminars  
All seminars are open to the public (unless otherwise indicated) and offer limited remote access on a first come first 
served basis. Please check the OneNOAA Science Seminars web page for the most updated seminar information. For 
questions about the OneNOAA Science Seminars please contact Hernan Garcia, Hernan.Garcia@noaa.gov.  

Improvement of Global Forecast System (GFS) Land Surface Skin Temperature and Its Impact on Satellite Data 
Assimilation—March 15, 2013; 14:00-15:00 EST; Conference Center, NOAA Center for Weather & Climate Prediction 
(College Park, MD) 

Management and Conservation of Fisheries and Marine Resources in the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea under 
Future Climate Change Scenarios—March 20, 2013; 11:00-12:00 EST; NOAA HQ SSMC-3 Room 9836 

The Ocean Project: Updates and Major Findings—March 20, 2013; 12:00-13:00 EST; NOAA HQ SSMC-3 Library 

North Pacific Marine Debris Update for 2013—March 21, 2013; 16:00-17:00 EST 

Observation Impact Estimation and TC Relocation - Developments on the global Ensemble Kalman Filter (EnKF)—
March 26, 2013; 12:00-13:00 EST; NOAA NCWCP Conference Center (College Park,MD) 

A New Local Climate Analysis Tool—March 27, 2013; 14:00-15:00 EST; NOAA HQ SSMC-2 Room 14316 
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VENISE ORTEGO  Coordinator  
(337) 948-0255     vortego@wlf.la.gov  

JULIET RAFFRAY  Assistant Coordinator 
(225) 765-0124     jraffray@wlf.la.gov 

Find out about wetland outreach activities including symposiums, conferences, meetings, educational opportunities, volunteer 
opportunities, and related support material at the Louisiana Unified Coastal Community Calendar at http://lacoast.gov/calendar/  

LAGNIAPPE 

Nutrients for Life Foundation 
What do fire extinguishers, toothpaste, and feeding the world have in common? Phosphate! Phosphate is the "P" in N-P-
K and one of three macronutrients that plants need to thrive. Watch their new video to show students the amazing 
process of mining phosphate and its importance for global food security.  
Do you know what N-P-K stands for? What potash is? If you don’t, you’re not alone. Watch their recent video asking 
people on the streets of New York City about fertilizer and plant nutrient needs.  

Visit us online at:  
www.wlf.la.gov/eec 

LouisianaEnvironmentalEducationCommission 

CONFERENCES  

National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) Conference (San Antonio, TX)—April 11-14, 2013 
The NSTA helps inform Congress and the public on vital questions affecting science literacy and a well-educated 
workforce. Conference participants will discover strategies for improving science teaching and learning, engage in 
professional discussions, receive the latest information on science education, and network with colleagues. Register: 
http://www.nsta.org/conferences/2013san 
 

NAAEE Conference - Call for Presentations  
The North American Association for Environmental Education is seeking proposals for the 42nd Annual Conference and 
10th Annual Research Symposium, October 9-12, 2013 in Baltimore, Maryland. The conference theme is Rising Tides: 
Riding the Waves of Change. Submission deadline: March 31, 2013. http://www.naaee.net/conference 

RESOURCES 

Five-Minute Film Festival      
Edutopia’s VideoAmy curates themed playlists of YouTube videos for educators and students. Check out Teaching in a 
Winter Wonderland, Best Education Parodies of 2012, and more http://www.edutopia.org/blogs/beat/five-minute-film-
festival 
 

TED-Ed 
TED-Ed’s commitment to creating lessons worth sharing is an extension of TED’s mission of spreading great ideas. The TED
-Ed video library offers curated educational videos, many of which represent collaborations between educators and 
animators nominated through the TED-Ed platform. The platform also allows users to take any useful educational video, 
not just TED's, and create a customized lesson around the video. http://ed.ted.com/ 
 

Bird Cams 
All of the bird cams from the Cornell Lab of Ornithology have been consolidated onto one website. The home page offers 
news updates, highlight videos, and more. http://cams.allaboutbirds.org/ 
 

Eco Student Blog 
This blog is written by EPA employees, educators, and students and concerns all the things students are doing and can do 
to help the environment. It was launched to provide students with an outlet to expand on the environmental conversation 
with their peers. Check out the career advice and look through the archives. http://blog.epa.gov/students/ 
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